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THE COUNT OF NABBONOT,

"TTILLEMAIN says at the beginning of his Con-
V temporary Memories^ Historical and Literary:
"I do not believe that at the end of the last century,
and in the first years of this, two epochs crowded
with extraordinary events and with men famous in
politics and war, there was a rarer and more culti-
vated mind, a more generous heart, a man more agree-
able in the commerce of life, or one bolder, more sen-
sible, or more capable of great things, than Count
Louis de Narbonne, a Minister of King Louis XVL
under the Legislative Assembly, and an aide-de-camp
of Napoleon, in 1812. Fortune alone was wanting
to this man, whose merit, in the judgment of the
best and wisest heads of the Empire, such as Daru
and Mollien, seemed sufficient for anything, Al-
though her favorite on a few rare, memorable occa-
sions, even then she offered him only situations that
were too far gone, too fatal and desperate, in which
one thought of winning honor &nd then dying, but
not of repairing too great errors, or of putting a stop
to their inevitable consequences."